
 

 

 

 

Cadishead Primary School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Policy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Policy Review Sheet 

Curriculum Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Date Reviewed Date of Next Review Name/signature 

 

Spring 2018 

 

Spring 2019 

New  policy adopted January 2018 

N Heggs 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  



Learning together for a confident future’ 

Cadishead Primary School 
 

Creative Curriculum Policy 
 

A curriculum that is motivating and compelling for our children 

and for us to teach. 

Inspiring and challenging all children to prepare for their future. 

 
Our curriculum has been reviewed in the light of national developments, including the new Primary 

Curriculum published in Autumn 2014. 

 

Rationale 

The curriculum has been organised and established in full consultation with all members of the 

school community. Parent’s , children and staff created the Cadishead Carta which forms the 

drivers for our curriculum. Staff then took the requirements of the new National curriculum and 

decided together how they could use topics to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum 

and these drivers, in the most creative and interesting way. 

It is regularly reviewed and developed in accordance with: DfE guidelines, the School Development 

Plan, and following consultation with Governors, Parents, Children and Teaching Staff. 

 

Aims 

Our Creative Curriculum is: 

-Underpinned by clear aims, values and purpose 

- Develops the whole person’s knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes 

-Broad, balanced and has clear progression in subject knowledge and skills 

-Filled with rich first-hand purposeful experiences 

-Flexible and responsive to individual needs and interests 

-Embeds the principle of sustainability 

-Has an eye on the future and the needs of future citizens 

-Encourages the use of environments and expertise beyond the classroom 

- Has a local, national and international dimension 

-Considers time, place, space, people and technology 

 

Developing a Creative Curriculum 

Through a collaborative approach, Staff developed and plan exciting themes for each half 

term that inspire, challenge, incorporate and promote our school values. We have created a 

skills and knowledge based continuum which includes coverage of the new National 

Curriculum. This is part of a broad and balanced curriculum which meets the needs of 

Cadishead Primary’s pupils.  

 

When we consulted our parents these are the skills and experiences that our parents 

wanted to see the children develop. 

We used these skills and experiences to develop our curriculum and learning promises. 



 

Skills 

 
 

 

Experiences 

 
 

By developing the children's basic literacy and numeracy skills, as well as life skills such as 

perseverance, co-operation, adaptability, resilience and self discipline and by providing 

them with an environment where excellence is identified and celebrated, we hope to ensure 

all our children do the best they possibly can. 



Curriculum drivers 

In addition to the content that is driven by the curriculum objectives we have developed 

the Cadishead Carta which drives all our policy and practice in school. These key elements 

that form relentless, consistent threads that run through everything we do including our 

curriculum. These were devised by all parts of the school community to meet the wider 

needs of our children now and as they go forward in their lives. 

For each topic, alongside the curriculum content, we will be planning for and teaching 

sessions that develop these drivers 

 

We will keep you safe and happy. 

We will treat you equally and fairly. 

We will have fun learning about the world together. 

We will help you to become the best person you can be. 

We will guide you to become independent. 

 

 

• What do we mean by  

• We will keep you safe and happy.  
• ensuring we create an ethos where children feel secure, are encouraged to talk 

and are listened to. 

• teaching empathy; 

• ensuring we build high self- esteem and  confidence 

• ensuring peer support and clear lines of communication with trusted adults are 

in place for all children, and especially those at risk of or suffering harm from 

abuse or neglect, 

• ensuring there are activities and opportunities for PSHE which equip children 

with the skills they need to stay safe and/or communicate their fears or 

concerns about abuse. 

• ensuring that we establish strong and effective working relationships with 

parents and practitioners from other agencies 

 

• What do we mean by  

         We will treat you equally and fairly. 
• being aware that children have different needs; 

• ensuring that all children have access to all aspects of school life 

• that everyone is respected and respects others 

• that everyone takes part in the life of the School 

• that everyone achieves to their potential 

• that everyone can develop skills essential to life 

• that everyone is able to exercise choice 



 

• What do we mean by  

• We will have fun learning about the world together. 
• coverage of the National and the School Curriculum; 

• taking learning outside the classroom 

• using the skills and interests of the school community within the curriculum 

• participation in the life of our Local Community; 

• promoting cultural awareness and celebrating diversity; 

• relating learning to real life contexts; 

• investigating the impact of important individuals in our world; 

• discovering how and why things work; 

• environmental awareness; 

• using technology and connectivity. 

 

• What do we mean by  

 

• We will help you to become the best person you can be.  
• inspiring children to have a life-long love of learning 

• helping children to be a good friend, sociable, a member of our community;  

• understanding and exploring different feelings and emotions; 

• addressing spiritual and moral values. 

• inspiring children to broaden their horizons through exposure to a wide range of 

life possibilities; 

• encouraging enterprise; 

• teaching financial awareness and responsibility 

• looking at different opportunities and career prospects and meeting people who 

do different jobs; 

• investigating global and social mobility; 

• being inspired to travel. 

 

• What do we mean by  

• We will guide you to become independent.  
• helping children to acquire the essential skills required to be a good learner 

• encouraging children to be inquisitive and questioning; 

• encouraging children to be resourceful and independent in their learning; 

• providing opportunities for independent thinking and application of skills; 

• developing collaborative learning; 

• encouraging ‘risk taking’; 

• requiring perseverance and improvement through evaluation; 

• nurturing problem solvers. 

• including in the curriculum, material which will help children develop realistic 

attitudes to the responsibilities of adult life, particularly with regard to 

childcare and parenting skills. 



EYFS  

 

Our curriculum is the EYFS (revised 2017)- this curriculum document is statutory, 

as is reporting on the EYFS Profile at the end of Reception, and The 

Characteristics of Effective Learning. 

 

We want the children to leave EYFS with a Good Level of Development across all 

areas of learning. We choose to do this by delivering discreet maths, English and 

Phonics lessons, and by Planning In The Moment during ‘choosing’ or Continuous 

Provision Time. 

 

Why we do Planning In the Moment 

 

We recognise that deep levels of involvement indicate increased brain activity and 

progress. 

 

This is most often seen during child-initiated play. But in true child-initiated play, 

we do not know what the child is going to do, so we cannot plan ahead. 

 

We need to remain ‘in the moment’ with the child – ready to respond.  

 

What we do 

 

We have focus children NOT focus activities within the provision. The adult 

goes to the child.  The child is NOT called to come to the adult. We work 

this way because high-level involvement occurs in child-initiated activity. 

 

The adults are there to facilitate learning.  They do this through observations 

and interactions. 

Our adults know the children very well and have a sound understanding of child 

development.  This ensures that the adults enhance and extend the learning at the 

appropriate level. 

The Ofsted definition of teaching (2015) fits exactly with our way of planning and 

teaching – in the moment. 

 

An Enabling Environment 

We have a workshop style environment indoors and outside.  Nothing is set out 

on the tables.  The children select what they want to do in each area. 

The principal is that the resources are accessible to the children and they are 

varied, open-ended and high quality. Our resources have been selected so that 

they can provide endless possibilities. 

 

 

 

 



Enhancements 

Teaching staff are encouraged to broaden the experience of the topics for the children 

through promotion of the outdoor curriculum, off-site visits, visitors into school and shared 

experiences with the wider school community, e.g. involvement with parents/carers, and 

local schools. 

The curriculum is delivered through our creative, cross curricular topics, with a balance 

between direct teaching and child-led exploration. 
 

 

Music, and PE specialists work alongside some class teachers to develop teachers’ skills and 

subject knowledge and provide further enrichment activities e.g. school ukulele/inter-

sports competitions and clubs. 
 

To further enhance our curriculum; specific times have been designated to each of these 

curriculum areas:  

These additional theme weeks and special whole school event days provide further in-depth 

coverage of other subjects such as British Values/PSHE Fairtrade, black history week 

,Anti-bullying week. 

 

Children’s achievements are celebrated regularly through the school newsletters, school 

website, displays in classrooms and shared areas, interactive displays and in assemblies 

where children are encouraged to share their knowledge with the rest of the school. 

 

Standalone subjects 

Each class teacher is responsible for the delivery of the curriculum through a ‘topic 

based’ approach which incorporates key skills and the knowledge set out in the new 

Primary National Curriculum. Although links can be made with all subjects, to ensure 

appropriate coverage of a more rigorous curriculum, the following subjects may also 

taught as dedicated, discrete sessions: 

 

English 

English skills empower individuals to unlock their potential as independent lifelong 

learners. They have a significant impact on self-esteem, motivation and aspirations for 

the future. Being literate equips young people to be proactive in their own learning and 

to articulate their thoughts. In this way they grow in an understanding of themselves 

as individuals and as members of society. 

Cadishead Primary School has a clear, consistent, whole school approach to the 

teaching and learning of English.  Competence in reading is the key to independent 

learning and is given the highest priority, enabling the children to become 

enthusiastic, independent and reflective readers. Success in reading has a direct 

effect upon progress in all other areas of the curriculum. 

Along with reading, writing is a major part of the curriculum and makes a significant 

contribution to the development of children as thinkers and learners. 

Writing involves a set of complex skills that will not develop without structured 

teaching and practice. In Cadishead Primary School we are using a range of resources 



and initiatives to promote a child centred approach for writing.  This works alongside 

our core targets of spelling, grammar and punctuation and speaking and listening. We 

value writing and work hard to achieve high standards from all children, within a 

positive writing ethos. 

 

Maths 

‘high-quality mathematics provides a foundation for understanding the world’ 

(Primary National Curriculum, 2014) 

Our mathematics teaching is geared towards enabling each pupil to develop within 

their capabilities; not only the mathematical skills and understanding required for 

later life, but also an enthusiasm and fascination about mathematics itself. 

We aim to increase confidence in maths, enabling pupils to express themselves and 

their ideas using the language of mathematics with resilience, fluency and 

independence. 

Creative problem solving and reasoning is at the heart of our Maths curriculum. We 

encourage a love of maths through workshops, trips and visitors. Active learning and 

real-life maths contextualises the learning and gives it a real purpose.  

 

Science 

The National Curriculum for Science places emphasis on knowledge and on the 

development of scientific skills across the three areas of Chemistry, Physics and 

Biology.  Learning is planned to include all elements of this and practical investigations 

and discoveries are built in to the weekly lessons. Children are encouraged to explore, 

discover and question within their lessons. 

Our science curriculum is not seen in isolation. Opportunities are provided within a 

cross-curricular framework in order to maximise learning and to transfer knowledge 

and skills from one area of the curriculum to another, especially in Key Stage 1. We 

aim to foster positive attitudes in science by ensuring that work is both enjoyable and 

relevant. Some of the planning and learning will be purely science based in order to 

focus on the delivery of specific scientific knowledge. 

 

Computing 

Children need to embrace technology from an early age if they are to make their way 

successfully in our ever changing and demanding world. By locating state-of-the-art 

resources in our classrooms, all children have regular, firsthand experience of the 

wide range of technology that captures, stores and communicates information. 

Daily opportunities to use laptops support these aims. Other regularly used digital 

equipment includes cameras, videos, sound recorders and programmable toys. 

 

P.E. 

The government has dedicated funds to aid the development and support of P.E.  This 

is because England as a nation is rapidly becoming obese and less physically active.   A 

lack of physical activity is now seen as detrimental to our health as smoking.  At 

Cadishead, we look to address this through our P.E. 

Our P.E. activities occur indoors and outdoors and also look at how to be and remain 



healthy.   

In Lower key Stage 1 we look to develop and enhance the skills in gymnastics, dance 

and games (including throwing, catching, attacking/defending and ball striking). 

In Upper Key Stage 2 we look to further develop and enhance skills taught in Lower 

Key Stage 1 (gymnastics, dance and games) as well as athletics, swimming, and 

orienteering. 

Co-operation, team spirit and a competitive attitude are encouraged through a variety 

of activities. As a school, Cadishead participates in a wide variety of sporting and 

competitive events at both level 1 and level 2. 

In addition to competing with other schools, we have a week dedicated to sport every 

year.  In this week, we have our ‘Sports Day’ and various coaches that deliver sporting 

experiences to the children.  In previous ‘Sport Weeks’ we have experienced zorbing, 

foot-golf, MMA, disc golf and parkour.   Each year, our Sports Council meet regularly 

to discuss sporting issues at school. 

 

Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and Citizenship 

Through our assemblies and PSHE sessions, children develop knowledge, skills and 

understanding to enable them to lead confident, healthy, independent lives and to 

become informed, active and responsible members of society. The curriculum at 

Cadishead Primary School teaches children to: Stay Safe; Be Healthy; Enjoy and 

Achieve; Make a Positive Contribution and be prepared for the future. British Values 

are embedded through PSHE and wider curriculum. Children are encouraged to take an 

active role in the school community through our School Parliament and Anti-Bullying 

Ambassador roles. Themed weeks are planned each year including Anti Bullying week 

and Diversity Day. 

 

Art 

Art is a subject in its own right and has specific skills and knowledge, which need to 

be taught and learnt. Once learnt, these skills can be applied across the curriculum to 

support work in many other subjects, such as Science, RE, Mathematics, Geography 

and DT. 

Children learn to draw, paint and sculpt as well as design and create aesthetically 

pleasing objects in two and three dimensions. Pupils learn about the achievements of 

great artists, designers and craft workers. We give the children the opportunity to 

use as wide a variety of materials and resources as possible including textiles, clay, 

chalk, ink, oil pastels, watercolour, poster paints, collage, charcoal, printmaking and 

mixed media. Our children also have sketch books to gather, collect, experiment and 

reflect in. We have special Art days, where the children can really explore a topic or 

artist and use both indoor and outdoor learning experiences, with different scales.  

 

Music 

 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. At 

Cadishead Primary, we teach a high quality Music education which engages and inspires 

children to develop a love for Music. Through high quality teaching, children will be 



given opportunities to increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of 

achievement. As children progress, they will develop a critical engagement with music, 

allowing them to listen, compose, perform and appraise.  

At Cadishead Primary, Music is a practical subject which is enjoyed by all. From an 

early age, children have an awareness of rhythm, pitch and sounds around them and 

these are developed on entry to school. 

All children are taught a musical instrument during their time at Cadishead Primary, 

this is done through the Salford Music Service Wider Opportunities Scheme. 

Currently Year 3 children have specialist teachers once a week and are learning to 

play the Ukelele. We hope this unearths talent and ignites a flame in some leaners 

that leads to a life long love of music and performance. 

Children with a particular interest or aptitude in Music are given the opportunity to 

extend their education in a variety of ways, for example, recorder groups, choir, and 

instrumental performances in Assembly. At Cadishead Primary, we’re very lucky to 

have specialised teachers to teach keyboard, violin, drums, recorder, singing and 

guitar lessons, using the Salford Music Service and other specialist teachers. 

At Cadishead we have a school choir for children in Key Stage 2. They meet weekly to 

practise and rehearse a wide range of songs. They are currently working hard 

preparing for Young Voices 2018.  

 

History and Geography 

Through topic work children develop a sense of history and of the world beyond their 

own locality. Teaching is closely linked to children’s experiences and a sense of wonder 

is developed through the use of artefacts, field trips, visitors and multimedia.  

 

Throughout school children are submersed in both British and world history though a 

colourful and enriching curriculum. We have a wealth of artefacts which have provided 

the children with fantastic learning experiences, we are always encouraging the 

children to look at primary and secondary resources, to establish their authenticity. 

Some of our exciting trip experiences involve visiting museums, interactive exhibitions 

such as the Stockport Air Raid Shelters and Roman visitors. Children have had the 

opportunity to take what they have learnt into the local community and have recently 

performed a World War 2 assembly for local residents, which they were incredibly 

proud of.  

 

In geography the children are introduced to maps from an early age and build up their 

knowledge of local areas and compare them with both similar towns in the UK and 

throughout the world. They have a good knowledge of the position of the continents 

and the countries within them. In Key Stage 2 children explore human and physical 

features of the environment and their effect on the community. Children are 

encouraged to use compasses, maps and go on several field trips and expeditions 

throughout their time in school. 

Design and Technology 

Design and Technology helps you to teach Maths and English and indeed other 

compulsory subjects on the curriculum in a fun manner and put these subjects into 



context making them easier to digest and more understandable to younger primary 

age pupils. 

Design and Technology gives children the opportunity to develop skills, knowledge and 

understanding of designing and making functional products. We feel it is vital to 

nurture creativity and innovation through design, and by exploring the designed and 

made world in which we all live and work. 

Here at Cadishead Primary, we teach exciting lessons in Design and Technology. We 

design our own recipes, learn how to design and make useful products in different 

materials. Learn skills that are useful for the future and use science, technology, 

engineering and maths to make the links with other subjects. 

Design and Technology education helps develop children’s skills and knowledge in 

design, materials, structures, mechanisms and electrical control. They are encouraged 

to be creative and innovative, and are actively encouraged to think about important 

issues such as sustainability and enterprise. 

There are three core activities children engage with in Design and Technology: 

• Activities which involve investigating and evaluating existing products 

• Focused tasks in which children develop particular aspects of knowledge 

and skills 

• Designing and making activities in which children design and make 

'something' for 'somebody' for 'some purpose' 

 

MFL  

 

We teach MFL to:  

 

• Develop the skills of ORACY, LITERACY and INTERCULTURAL 

UNDERSTANDING. 

• Develop the skills of KNOWLEDGE ABOUT LANGUAGE, and LANGUAGE 

LEARNING STRATEGIES, which should be transferable regardless of the 

language being taught. 

• Help reflect the richness and diversity of the world we live in. 

• Reinforce skills being taught in other subject areas, such as literacy, 

maths, PE, and geography. 

• Developing their thinking skills, awareness and understanding of gender, 

cultural, spiritual and moral issues.   

Because… 

Learning another language presents opportunities for the reinforcement of knowledge, 

skills and understanding developed in other curriculum areas. 

Through… 

MFL themed days, such as the European Day of Languages each September 

Weekly MFL lessons in KS2, with some teaching in EYFS and KS1 where appropriate. 

Using… 

A variety of resources including story books in French; interactive websites; songs, 

games, and rhymes; visits from family members to share home languages, culture and 

traditions.



Planning, Monitoring and Assessment 

The use  of Classroom Monitor is well implemented and embedded across the 

school, and the staff work to the objective requirements laid out on Classroom 

Monitor and within National Curriculum requirements.  

 

Assessment is conducted through Classroom Monitor and each child is assessed 

at target, almost, met or exceeding. Termly data from each year group will be 

collated and used to inform planning in order to close gaps in knowledge, skills 

and understanding, this process is carried out by the individual subject 

curriculum lead. 

 

Responsibilities and Roles 

The Headteacher, Assistant Headteacher and Governing Body have overall 

responsibility for the Creative Curriculum. 

They are responsible for overseeing the delivery of the Creative Curriculum 

through: 

- Regular formal and informal discussions with staff. 

-Supporting subject leaders to improve provision in their subject. 

-Monitoring assessment to ensure curriculum coverage. 

-Carrying out book looks to ensure cross-curricular links are optimised. 

-Ensure progress is being made within the topics. 

-Regular reviews of the curriculum through staff, parents and pupil 

questionnaires and open dialogue. 

-Making changes where necessary. 

-Formulating an action plan to move the school forward. 

-Formulating a Curriculum Health Check to collate and present all of the 

information above. 

 

All teaching staff are responsible for the planning and delivery of the 

curriculum on a day-to-day basis and for making cross-curricular links where 

appropriate. Staff make amendments to planning in order to optimise learning 

opportunities when they arise. 

 

Inclusion 

It is expected that all children will be given the opportunity to learn in a 

creative and encouraging learning environment which encompasses a range of 

learning and teaching styles. It is hoped that this approach will motivate and 

support children’s learning at all levels including the More Able and Talented, 

EAL and children identified with a Special Educational Need (SEN). 

 

Monitoring and Review 

Monitoring and review takes place on a regular basis in accordance with the 

School Monitoring Cycle and the School Development Plan  

 

Reviewed and updated January 2018 
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