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“Childhood is filled with natural wonder and 

curiosity.  The learning environment must reflect a 

classroom and outdoor space that inspires a sense of 

wanting to investigate, to find out and explore.”     
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School Vision 

The Head Teacher hopes a more defined and developed outside space will enable pupils and staff to take 

the curriculum outside more regularly.  This is turn will lead to greater engagement and hands on 

experiences for children. This will particularly help to bring the Science curriculum to life, which leads to a 

greater appreciation of the environment and natural world around us. He wants all children to experience 

growing food as part of the learning promises to them, which can then lead to cooking and healthy eating. 

A school garden can be an inspiring and creative hub for a town with areas for food growing, nature and 

play.  The large recreational field across the road belonging to the school could be an amazing shared 

space. 

The Head Teacher hopes he can encourage more parental and community involvement by creating a 

common vision through the development of the outdoor spaces.  School can also give back to the local 

community by opening it’s gates with ideas such as hosting Community events to celebrate the Apple 

harvest from the Orchard or growing herbs to go into local butchers sausages. 

It would be nice to have a mutually beneficial relationship with the local allotment whereby school could 

share seeds and plants in return for advice and support in food growing. 

Current situation 

Currently the school benefits from having good sized grounds surrounding the school, along with two 

enclosed gardens set within the building and a large field across the road.  The enclosed gardens have a 

good range of plants and trees, raised beds and growing areas.  However, much of the space is not being 

used effectively by teaching staff during curriculum time as the areas need defining and developing with 

clear signage for teaching different aspects of the curriculum. 

Although there are lots of different areas for wildlife and growing many are not very accessible to the 

children at the moment, either in lesson time or break/lunchtime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Benefits of Outdoor Learning 
In an education environment focused on constant assessment, monitoring and testing, the positives gained 

by teaching children in a more creative, explorative way can be easily overlooked in a bid to just keep pace 

with statutory requirements. 

However the wealth of evidence supporting learning outside the four walls of a classroom points to levels of 

progress and associated benefits which far outweigh the effort involved in altering a lesson plan. 

A recent study, The Natural Connections Project - the largest of it’s kind in England by Plymouth University 

worked with 125 schools (primary, secondary and special) in the South West of England. It’s main aim was 

to enable more outdoor learning in schools.  Participants in the project included over 40,000 pupils, 2,500 

teachers and 2,500 teaching assistants. 

The findings have been presented and discussed in 17 countries and, through social media, people from 

across Europe and beyond are now sharing and using the evidence to help inform their work and share 

positive messages about the benefits of learning outdoors. 

A summary of the findings included benefits for Pupils: 

 Enjoyment of lessons (95%)  

 Engagement with and understanding of nature (94%)   

 Social skills (93%)   

 Engagement with learning (92%)   

 Health and wellbeing (92%)   

 Behaviour (85%)   

 Attainment (57%) 

And positive impacts for teachers: 

 Teaching practice (79%)   

 Health and wellbeing (72%)   

 Professional development (69%)   

 Job satisfaction (69%) 

A link to the full report can be found under Further Information. 

Outdoor Learning is sometimes mistakenly seen as a subject or a topic to be taught in schools.  On the 

contrary, it should be seen as a Method of Teaching. 

An excerpt from “OFSTED Learning outside the classroom” report : 

During a science activity in the school garden, two fascinated Year 3 
pupils used a magnifying glass to explore various habitats. ‘Why does it 
live there?’ asked one girl, when she discovered a woodlouse under a 
stone. She and her partner considered various possibilities: ‘The stone 
protects it.’ ‘It doesn’t want the sun.’ They recorded their ideas and later 
compared them with other pupils’ responses. Through direct observation 
and experimentation, these pupils were able to arrive at sound 
conclusions based on evidence, fulfilling an important requirement of the 

National Curriculum programme of study for science.  

Far from being seen as an add on, Ofsted views learning outside the classroom as an essential element 

of a broad and balanced curriculum and are urging schools to make explicit reference to it in their self 

evaluation and other evidence presented during the inspection visit. Demonstrating a planned and 

integrated approach to LOtC has never been more relevant.  

The Council for Learning Outside the Classroom 2011  



Proposed Development of the Grounds 
 

These proposals are made on the basis of transforming the outdoor space with a minimal amount of money 

and using mostly plants rather than hard landscaping, which is both expensive and not very natural. 

In this way the children, staff, parents and other volunteers can be fully involved without having to employ 

costly landscapers, unless absolutely necessary. 

 

Small Field adjacent to KS1 playground 

This field is very underused at present, only being needed once a year for Sports day by Early Years.  The 

orchard at the back of the field is mature and very productive but some staff were unaware of its existence 

and much of the fruit is wasted. 

Allowing the grass to grow and not be mown will, at the very least 

create a completely new habitat for insects and birds.  Better still the 

area could be planted with a wildflower mix or even selected grasses 

and self-seeding plants and low 

maintenance perennials, with 

paths mown through.  

Children could be heavily 

involved with the establishment 

of such an area by choosing 

wildflower varieties and sowing 

them in paper pots to “spot 

plant” or made as seed bombs for 

throwing! If choosing to plant up 

with specific varieties of plants 

they could all help to choose the plants, plant them and water in the first Summer. 

If the field is still required for the annual Early Years sports day, a wildflower mix will actually benefit from 

cutting twice a year, however the cutting time is usually after flowering which in the North may well be 

into August, although sometimes July. 

When interviewing the Parliament they unanimously wanted 

more flowers at school, and went on to wonder about a 

flower maze, using sunflowers or bulbs such as Tulips or 

daffodils.  An area to do this could be part of the field re-

design, again with the children doing the 

planting.  A Bulb spiral is quite easy to achieve 

and fun to plant. It should be noted that a 

good relationship with grounds maintenance is 

needed to maintain the mown paths. 



 

If the area can be left planted throughout the year, another thing the children asked for was a quiet area 

to read away from the noise of the playground at break time. 

This could be achieved by creating small “hidden” seating areas within the planting with maybe logs for 

seats or painted tyres.  The mown pathways could lead you through to these areas where you would be 

surrounded by flowers and nature. 

Orchard 

The Orchard is already a beautiful area.  However it could be enhanced by keeping the fruit theme and 

planting fruit bushes along the fence to the rear of the area.  This would both provide a wider range of fruit 

for children to try and at the same time mask the fence.  If mixed with a few ornamental climbing plants 

like honeysuckle and clematis this would be another great area to be quiet, calm and to teach.  

Extra fruit trees could be planted to increase the amount of 

pears and plums if needed, and seating could be installed in 

the form of benches or even tree seats around the fruit 

trees.  

 

As the school benefits from so much fruit it could be a good opportunity to link with the community and 

parents to have a “Pick your own” or “Apple day” event in september.  An apple press is a great item to 

fund raise for and could be put to good use making apple juice! 

Pond 

Although a pond is often seen as a hazard in schools and is not recommended on health and safety grounds, 

many schools still have them as the learning opportunities they allow far outweigh the necessity to gate the 

area. 

A small, shallow pond (between 8-12 feet in length and 4-6 foot wide) could be dug in the top left hand 

corner of the field adjacent to the Orchard.  If sited in this corner it would be fairly easy to install a low 

fence to surround the pond.  A maximum depth of 18 inches is all that would be needed to encourage a 

wide range if insects and amphibians to the area, which is already bordered by a wonderful mixed wild 

hedge alongside the field and another wild area outside the school grounds behind the Orchard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A log pile and bug hotel would be a great addition to this area to help teachers maximise the learning 

opportunities.  Children can be fully involved in building these which help teach habitats, food chains and a 

host of other areas 

around living things. 

 

 

  

 

 

Willow Tunnel 

The current willow tunnel has been well pruned and will 

hopefully sprout again from the old wood to recreate the 

tunnel and dome as originally planned.  This willow in 

time can be harvested to make more tunnels, or can be 

used to make effective edging to planting beds.  

 

 

 

A polytunnel  - is a relatively cheap, easily constructed and 

maintained structure which allows growing throughout the seasons 

and, more importantly provides a dry teaching area when the 

weather is inclement.  A tunnel 12ft x 15ft could be erected on a 

flattened area running North East to South West alongside the 

right side of the field bordering the Early Years area.  It would not 

need any base as you can use membrane to cover the floor or use 

the soil in part to grow in. 

 

Compost bins - built from pallets can be erected along the fence at the 

back right corner of the field behind the orchard trees.  These are much 

more effective than plastic bins, allow for thorough investigation and can 

produce much more compost.  Ten pallets are needed to create three bins – 

“Leave me” (to rot down once filled), “Fill me” and “Use me”.  These can 

be rotated as each bin is filled.  Covering compost with old carpet or 

underlay and siting them on open ground provides the perfect environment 

for decomposers to arrive and do their worst! 

 

There could be a table erected near the polytunnel which could be used for 

teaching, or showing / displaying items found, produce grown etc.  

 

 



KS1 Playground 

This playground already has a few features but the planting boxes and benches are in need of repair or 

replacement.  The grassy area to the south West of the playground is uninspiring and borders onto 

neighbouring gardens with an unsightly fence. 

This strip, although largely in the shade throughout the day could be planted with a more diverse range of 

flowering shrubs and climbers to cover the fence and to give more year round interest and learning 

opportunities.  If chosen correctly these could be very low maintenance but offer great colour and height to 

an area not in use at all.  If plants extended to the bottom corner of the playground they would form a 

lovely backdrop along with the mixed hedge to a perfect teaching area with existing curved benches. 

Another feature of this area could be a mud monster which the children could all take part in building.  

This could be partly constructed with any soil dug 

out for the planting of the trees and shrubs. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

On the tarmacked area large planters would be really important in order to soften and segment vast 

amounts of grey, plus it would give opporunity for growing food and flowers which children can choose to 

do in their break times.  It’s important these are accessible to children, and not hidden away in areas they 

rarely get to use.  With education and involvement of the children in planting them initially, they will be 

looked after and cared for.  

If one or both of the large metal containers 

are being kept on the playground it would be 

useful to allocate some space for gardening 

equipement – hand trowels and watering cans 

so that children can garden when needed 

without any barriers to being able to garden. 

 

These containers can be converted into amazing buildings 

perfect for outdoor learning. 

 

The high fence along the KS1 playground which borders the Car Park could be planted with climbers in 

troughs at the base of the fence. This would give the children a very different feel to their playground if 

the area was surrounded by tall plants and flowers. 



Likewise the low fence bordering the Early Years playground could also be planted with bright wellies or 

again troughs of easy to grow herbs, vegetables or flowers from seed in Spring.  These could be colour 

themed (a parliament idea!) to help the Foundation stage children, using seeds or bulbs or annual bedding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years front playground 

This playground is basically laid to tarmac which I imagine has meant the space has been difficult to design.  

Also it’s a space needed for parents to wait at pick up and drop off times.  The planters here are all tired 

and rotting and ideally need 

replacing.  As this is such a sunny 

spot it would be ideal for growing 

plants of all types.  If the children 

were thoroughly involved in the 

planting process and the teachers 

were aware and clear about what 

areas are for mud kitchen digging 

and which are for plants then 

children would respect and allow plants to grow. 

A barefoot walk would be a lovely addition to this area.  It 

may need to be constructed by professionals as various materials will need to be concreted in to a frame, 

but the children could be involved in a sensory lesson choosing the materials beforehand. 

The huge amount of tyres within EYFS could be used in many ways, not least as planters, utilitsing the soil 

from the old, wooden planters.  They could be painted bright colours and stacked as in the picture to 

create height and instant “walls” to section off the space if necessary. 

It’s not advisable to grow edibles in tyres unless you have lined them with an impermeable material like 

plastic, but a wide range of perennial and annual flowers could be grown, particularly those that like warm 

soil as the rubber heats up well in the sun.   

Another idea would be to use some of the bigger tyres in a design for a “road” for trikes as pictured. 

 Tyres could also be planted with grass to bring a bit 

of green to the front of Early years, and the children 

could use these to sit on or play with, as well as 

practice their cutting skills when it gets too long! 

  

 

 

 

 



To take advantage of the sunny position, many plants, particularly edibles like beans could be grown in 

containers against the wall of the building.  The overhang of roof would mean they would need regular 

watering but that is never a problem with little people and small watering vessels like small plastic milk 

bottles. 

A water butt could be installed here from the downpipes to catch rainwater from the roof which the 

children could then use for watering the plants. 

Early Years Rear playground 

The rear playground is lucky to have many different and varied areas for outdoor play and exploration with 

many different play surfaces.  It also benefits from having a very natural and wild mixed hedge to most of 

the North boundary which is excellent for wildlife and birds. 

The area offers lots of opportunities for children to risk assess themselves with brambles growing in some 

areas, secret slightly hidden areas and a fantastic mud kitchen. 

However it would be nice to have these areas more clearly defined and more storage solutions provided 

which are clearly marked for each type of play.  This would also make it easier for staff and children to tidy 

up after each play session.  The small greenhouse and hanging baskets near the building won’t be very 

helpful there as they will be in shade from about 10.00 am every day, so I would recommend siting them 

again the back fence. 

Again there are lots of tyres available which are currently being used to segment different play areas, but 

they could be planted as discussed earlier with a range of flowers, herbs for sensory, wildflowers for 

attracting more insects or even just grass seed.  Different coloured tyres surrounding each area could be 

effective if they were to be painted. 

A Bug hotel just for these children would be a great addition in the 

more wild area near the metal container, as would a small compost 

area – maybe made from a storage box with holes covered with old 

carpet for investigation and filled with fruit waste and grass, torn up 

recycled paper and old leaves. 

A designated area for growing food could be constructed at the back 

of the garden behind the trim trail if some of the shrubs could be cut 

back. Correct height raised beds (30cm) along with clear signage 

would help distinguish this area from the mud kitchen. 

The area could be given a name such as “The Cadishead 

Allotment” and with a little training staff could help children 

to grow simple edibles such as peas and carrots, potatoes and 

climbing beans. 

Fruit trees and bushes could also be planted in this area and 

children could be allowed to “Pick their own”. 

Obviously this playground has a gate which would lead out 

onto the Orchard which, as suggested above may contain in 

time fruit bushes, compost bins and bug hotels.  However 

trips out into this area may not be that frequent and to have 

their own allotment style features always fully accessible for all Early Years children would encourage a 

healthy attitude to food and caring for nature. 

I do feel the success of this area is less down to redesigning and changing the space and more about 

education for teachers to appreciate and give ideas and confidence on how to use what they have. 

 



Large Field across the road 

This field owned by school but also used by local football clubs is very large and underused. Despite the 

football pitches (which may be re-marked out) there is still a good deal of space around the edges of the 

field which could be utilized as teaching space. 

The one type of area / habitat the school lacks is a 

woodland area, so a long term plan to plant a lot of trees 

around the perimeter and in the corners of the field 

would eventually result in this becoming a very useful and 

alternative place to study and investigate.   This is also 

the most obvious opportunity to work with the local 

community as this could be an area to be used by 

everyone, to educate and inspire people about nature and 

plants. 

A range of deciduous and evergreen trees - This is essential for effective learning and identification.  The 

woodland Trust supply for free a good variety of native deciduous trees, although these are only whips a 

few feet tall, but which can be planted as a mixed hedge or as specimen trees.  It would also be good to 

invest in some taller established varieties which could be chosen to expand the range and which, once 

planted would give structure and maturity to the space.  Trees will also provide shelter on the exposed site 

and can act as a windbreak which will allow the growing of less wind tolerant plants. 

This may be an area worth fundraising for or applying for 

grants, both for the plants and good signage for identification 

of plants and animals/insects.  Over time, and with more 

planting and areas left un-mown it would quickly become 

populated by different animals and insects.  

Log piles, stone piles and bee and butterfly homes can be 

constructed in this area by the children. 

 

 

 

Forest school type activities could be carried out once there are 

a few trees of reasonable height, and if the planting was thicker 

in the corners of the field it would enough of a “woodland” feel 

to be able to accomplish this easily. 

 

In time you could clear small patches and plant with woodland 

bulbs such as bluebells, wild garlic, snowdrops and aconites.   

 

 

KS2 Playground 

This is a very sunny part of the grounds, facing South East.  The Parliament children requested “a semi-

circle under trees for reading, as it was very rare to get into the pirate ship garden.  Want a place / quiet 

area to read at break.  A mini conservatory, a proper area set apart from the noisy area like a summer 

house or a greenhouse.” They also mentioned they “Would like the “Entertainment of growing something”.   

Whereas the KS1 children will hopefully have access to the “new” field area from their playground and food 

growing / quiet places, the KS2 playground as it stands offers little opportunity for either of these 

activities. 



Given that it is laid entirely to tarmac, a solution would be having large 

wooden planters constructed to plant small to medium sized trees, such 

as Silver Birch, certain Cherries or feature trees like Acer Palmatum 

Brilliantissimum which has amazing pink-orange leaves in Spring going 

yellow and then green in the height of Summer. 

A group of these planted would 

provide shade and a little solitude if 

sited away from the main 

playground, I would suggest 

surrounding the circle of benches already in existence at the Northern 

corner of the playground near the sail. 

Here would also be a good spot to 

construct some more planters, 

maybe again the fence in sunny spot 

to exclusively grow herbs, vegetables 

and fruit. 

It would be nice to think of this as a child-led “Oasis” – a small gardening / relaxing area to one side of the 

playground where children can be involved in more thoughtful hands on kinds of activities if they choose. 

This could obviously be another area which could be used in teaching time too which is easy to get to for 

teachers.  The upkeep of this area could be managed by an elected / volunteer group of children who could 

comprise an “Eco council” or similar. 

The large planters may be able to be built by schemes such as the community payback scheme where ex-

offenders give back to the community by offering their labour.  School would only pay for the materials 

needed. 

As the playground extends from this corner round to the back of the school, there is a very different feel, 

as this area is almost entirely in shade for most of the school day.  There is however opportunity to tidy and 

plant more interesting shrubs and climbers along the boundary with neighbouring gardens to gain more 

privacy on both sides. 

As this area leads down to the music room and a 

new parent waiting room it would be nice to grow 

more shade tolerant plants in planters to soften 

the expanse of tarmac and brick. 

In Autumn if the free bulbs are once again 

available they could be planted in many containers 

which can then be sited around school – 

particularly in areas such as the new parent 

waiting room to add splashes of colour and to 

again soften the hard materials seen all around. 



Wild Garden 

The Wild garden as it stands has a great range of trees and shrubs, stick piles and climbers which are all 

contributing to a good amount of birdlife and bugs already living there. 

However there are many more things that could be installed in this area to further increase the range of 

wildlife. 

If a pond is not possible at the back of the 

small field, or even if it is, a small area of 

water, even just a container of water is the 

single easiest way to add wildlife to a garden.  

An upturned dustbin lid or sandpit lid with a 

depth of only a few inches will support plenty 

of creatures and provide an important 

drinking and bathing place for all, as well as a 

completely new habitat to observe. 

 

Allowing a patch of grass to prosper and grow without being cut 

will again create another valuable habitat.  Children could grow 

chosen varieties of wildflowers in paper pots to plant within this 

patch to add colour and variety to the native grasses that will 

dominate. 

Choosing more plants 

specifically chosen for 

wildlife to plant say as 

groundcover for some areas or planting herbs which are allowed to 

flower can give an excellent source of food to many insects.  If 

children are involved in the process of choosing and the reasons 

behind each plant and why it benefits wildlife will ensure an ongoing 

fascination of this area. 

Despite pathways needed to be kept clear for teachers, it’s actually advantageous to allow a wildlife 

garden to become a little untidy – nature thrives best when not bound by the confines of human’s control! 

That said, clear signage and distinct areas with different habitats would definitely inspire more learning in 

this area. 

Pirate Ship Garden 

Whereas the Wildlife Garden will be a brilliant example of how nature 

develops and thrives with little help from humans, in contrast the Pirate 

Ship Garden could be an example of how, over the years we have 

controlled nature to provide us with what we need from it.  In this vein 

this garden could be seen as a place to play, grow food (agricultural 

revolution) and choose the plants we like to look at for their aesthetic 

qualities.                                 Children could be involved in garden design here, thinking about colours and 

shapes, sizes of plants to create small areas which invoke certain feelings – 

ie having a Mediterranean corner where the walls are painted orange and 

the planting is bright and bold – a holiday corner! 

Elsewhere in the shade we could have a calming, relaxing area where the 

planting is predominantly white and blue, maybe even with a small solar 

powered water feature.   



The pirate ship itself could be surrounded by planting of carex grasses 

(which could be grown from seed by the children) to imitate the waves. 

It might be worth moving the bench with the fabulous Bug spotting table 

top to the Wild garden to make way for more designed areas in the Pirate 

ship garden. 

The raised beds in this garden are ideal for children to learn about how 

and why we control plants to give us food.  Through growing different 

crops here staff can teach parts of a plant, what plants need, classification etc. 

The “touch, taste, smell” planters could be filled with herbs which could be used in the school canteen and 

used for sensory lessons and used to teach about medicines, whilst the “see and Hear” planters could be 

planted with bright coloured plants and grasses that move with the wind. 

Parliament children relayed ideas from their classes and one of these was to grow more flowers and fruit in 

the pirate ship garden.  The addition of some fruit bushes near the raised beds, and possibly a small apple 

tree would help demonstrate the amount of food we get from plants.  

The willow dome and arches in this garden are another 

excellent way of demonstrating how we control nature for 

our own purposes.  We could relate this to using wood for 

shelter, building houses and protection which could be used 

to teach geography and history describing how ancient 

civilizations would have used nature for this very purpose. 

  

Front of School 

It’s lovely to think that the plan to bring more learning outside and embrace the 

outdoor “classrooms” at Cadishead will echo the longstanding logo of a tree 

emerging from a book. 

Despite the many established trees and bushes which are planted around the 

entrance to the school, it would be good therefore to plant one tree near the 

entrance which would signify and uphold the logo and the school’s vision. 

There was such a tree which I believe had become too large and which has been 

felled at the foot of the ramp up to the main front door.  To try and grind the 

stump of this out and replace with another tree in the same place would be very hard and not 

recommended as the previous tree roots will still be present underground, possibly with some disease. 

Instead a tree could be planted in one of the grass verges to the left or right.  As to which tree to choose, a 

great learning opportunity could be to present a choice of five suitable trees, chosen for their qualities and 

ultimate height / spread.  Children could learn all about these trees, so that they would know them inside 

out – be able to identify them, know their leaves, seeds, bark, Latin names etc.  Some may well be trees 

already growing elsewhere at school. 

The whole school could then vote for their favourite tree and on 

voting slips give a short reason why they want that tree and why 

it should represent their school. 

Finally the tree could be planted as part of a celebration of the 

school’s approach to the outdoors, either at the start of the 

journey or once change has started to happen.  This would be a 

great chance to get the local community, parents and press on 

board. 



How to facilitate the development 

Short Term 

Summer 2018 : 

Perennial planting – Spring and early Summer is the best time to plant grasses, perennials and wildflowers. 

The development of the small field could be started now, and if parents could be invited to school on a 

specific day(s), the turf could be stripped and wildflowers sown, which can be added to with specially 

chosen perennials at a later date.  The turf created from this exercise could be stacked and used to make 

the Mud Monster. 

The same could be done on a much smaller scale in the Wild garden, designating a patch to be left as long 

grass and adding a wildflower mix to this or sowing certain plants eg Poppies in paper pots to be planted 

amongst the grass. 

The grasses surrounding the pirate ship could be planted now if being bought as small plants instead of 

growing from seed. These would need to be grown in containers as the area around the ship is laid to EPDM 

soft surface. 

The tyres in the Early Years playgrounds could be painted and planted at this time – I would recommend 

using a spray method of painting to speed up the process owing to the number of tyres!  This may be better 

carried out in the Whitsun holidays by a caretaker or professional. 

As much of the proposed development for the three playgrounds (EYFS, KS1 & KS2) is to be through using 

containers, this can be done at almost any time of the year.  The main point to consider with this is 

WATERING.  All plants in containers require more watering than those in the ground, so it may be wise to 

phase these developments over a few terms or even years to ensure the staff and children can be organized 

and get used to caring for the plants.  Thankfully nature in the North often takes care of this for us but 

there’s always the chance of a dry Summer! 

Autumn 2018 : 

This is a great time to take stock and organize tidy up days with parents.  The free bulbs, if available again 

can be planted as bulb spirals and in containers to brighten up the playground in Spring. Once the weather 

has turned cold you can look to plant trees and shrubs on the large field and elsewhere whilst they are 

dormant, using the free trees from the Woodland Trust along with some larger trees purchased if the 

budget is available.  It’s also a good time of year to take advantage of cheap bare-rooted fruit bushes and 

strawberry runners which can be planted now as long as the ground is not frozen. 

This may be a good time to lay any more paths using carpet covered with bark where applicable and to 

define beds and growing areas to ensure the “rooms” or “zones” are distinct and tidy. 

This is also a good time to plant the “Cadishead Tree” at the front of the school.  Information could be 

distributed to children from September to culminate in planting just before half term in October. 

Spring 2019 : 

Early Spring whilst the weather is still cold and plants are still dormant is still a great time to plant trees 

and shrubs. Any planting of trees and shrubs which wasn’t done in Autumn term can be done now, plus 

Willow can be harvested if needed from the existing willow structures to create new ones. 

This is also a good time to do any major construction work required, before plants are planted.  I would 

suggest if time and funding allows the following jobs be completed : 

The polytunnel be erected – this is another great opportunity to tap into parent power, especially if some 

parents are good with tools and carpentry etc. 



The pond, if one is being introduced could be dug out now.  Digging out the area for the pond should be 

done ideally when the ground is soft but not waterlogged.  Everyone can be involved in “the big Dig” as 

long as a shape and boundaries are adhered to. 

The cost involved here lies in the liner and “underlay” for the pond – it is worth investing in a strong liner 

to give no leaks over the coming years.  Levels are an issue but as long as the edges are largely even it 

won’t have to be exact given the location and purpose. 

Other than that, as it will be a pond for wildlife it’s a fun project and, once filled will settle down on it’s 

own. It can be made more natural by covering the exposed liner around the edge with mud and stones once 

filled.  Special pond plants can be purchased but you may also be able to ask for donations as they multiply 

quickly and it’s easy to divide these kinds of plants. 

 

Any hard landscaping necessary such as building the Barefoot path in Early Years could be done now before 

the weather warms up, and also constructing the compost bins from pallets. 

 

Also at this time if the raised beds are completed it’s the perfect time to start weeding and planting 

vegetables.  Other fruit bushes and fruit trees can be planted too – climbing fruit bushes to clothe the 

fences. All trees planted need a circle of at least two foot around them free of grass and weeds and should 

be staked if taller than 1m. 

As the Early Years garden will rely mostly on container planting, this can be done all year round, although 

late Spring is the perfect time to source many plants and seeds.   

Medium Term 

Depending on what has been achieved in the first year, the timetable for year two will take into account 

the same basis : planting trees and shrubs over late Autumn/Winter and Perennials in Spring and Summer, 

including wildflowers. 

 

Longer Term and beyond 

Surveying staff for their feedback on which areas are most useful or which areas are not getting used and 

why will help to determine if access points need changing or upgrading, ie paths. 

At this point it’s also good to make sure signage is clear and plentiful – the more a garden is annotated the 

more it is likely to get used.  Involve children in constructing more signs – paint pieces of wood with 

blackboard paint and let children change the chalk displays depending on season, or make mosaic displays 

and more permanent weather-proof art to compliment the planting and give distinct character to each 

“room” or zone.  Encourage the children to be involved in maintaining different areas and deciding if these 

garden areas could be improved. 



 

Using the outdoors to link with parents, local groups and 

Community 

 
A school garden is often the perfect opportunity to engage groups from the wider community when they 

hear of initiatives that will involve healthy eating, more play and learning opportunities for the children 

and a chance for volunteers to give back to the school. 

 

Parents are often keen to form working parties if dates and times are sent out far enough in advance.  

Pester power from children also works a treat if the children get excited about particular projects! 

 

Grandparents are a crucial untapped resource, where parents are time poor and working grandparents are 

fitter and more able than ever, plus they largely support gardening initiatives and have a lot to offer. 

 

Ways to engage them include planning a “Get Your grown-ups Gardening” day (see links), asking for 

donations of plants or materials and asking for help and advice.  In fact your only problem may be managing 

the amount of help you get offered! 

 

 

Setting up a Committee 

The best way to enable a planned and organize approach to development is to set up a Committee of a 

mixture of people including some from the SLT, teachers, parents, Governors and members of the local 

community – possibly from the Church or local allotment society.  The wider range of people you involve, 

the better the chances of continued sustainability and success. 

 

This means you have a range of skills on offer, as well as hopefully a range of ideas on how to best manage 

each project.  Select people based on their skills such as social media, practical, good links with local 

business, good at admin etc.  Without a committee there is usually too much pressure on one individual in 

school and the projects fail. 

 

Suggest a monthly meeting or at least once every half term to plan for the years ahead. 

 

 

As well as the development ideas outlined above, it’s a good idea to think of ways to work with local Scouts 

and Brownies groups by maybe giving them access to planting areas, wildlife / woodland areas or some 

space in your polytunnel.  This outward facing approach can often work in return by being offered cheaper 

plants or opportunities to get involved with more local community initiatives.  

 

Setting up a weekly gardening club is also a factor for success as this ensures the seasonal tasks will get 

done.  At the very least plants will be watered and weeded and if effective the group can ensure a variety 

of food is grown.  You may wish to try and enlist help from a keen allotment person who would be happy to 

pass on their knowledge to the next generation. 

 

The children involved in this group regularly could be given special status at school, and could possibly go 

on to teach and mentor younger children. 

 

If you start to grow good amounts of food then you could work with local restaurants in the Summer months 

to provide salads and produce which would be otherwise unpicked in the Summer holidays.  Herbs may be 

given to butchers to make Cadishead Primary sausages or cookery links could be made with local chefs who 

might be willing to show children how to use their produce. 

 



If local flower shows exist children love to enter their produce or Flowers, and if done on behalf of the 

school some excellent recognition can be earned! 

 

You can link with other local schools by maybe hosting your own flower show and invite them to attend 

with different categories to suit the school’s growing ability. 

 

Showcase your developing outdoors areas at every opportunity on fete days giving garden tours and 

explanation of individual learning areas. 

 

See if there’s a community payback initiative in the area and enquire to get more raised beds or containers 

built.  You could also see which larger businesses in the area are willing to offer help through corporate 

responsibility schemes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Links to the curriculum – including : 
Maths 

Using the raised beds you can measure, estimate, work out area and capacity. 

Measuring out square planting areas you can use seed packets to work out spacings, patterns, times tables. 

Measure plants, calculate percentages from numbers germinated, collect data. 

If selling produce / enterprise you can use IT for profit and loss, calculate costs and work out break even 

points.  Measure produce, weights, amounts, money. Use charts. 

In the mini gardens area children can convert metres to cm when designing, look at 3d shapes and see real 

life construction maths in action. 

 

Literacy 

Reading seed packets, gardening books and discussing what to grow and why and where.  

Creative writing based on sensory experiences, based on what they do in the different areas of the garden. 

Poetry from nature, feelings they experience in the outdoors, weather etc. 

Recipe writing based on produce grown, instructional writing. 

 

Science 

Plants – a wide variety of plants and their needs will be available to study 

Animals – creating more habitats should give children more to discover and enquire about 

Everyday materials – in the mini gardens different materials can be used to construct these and monitor 

how they react outside and with the weather. 

Living things and their habitats – there will be many varied habitats from woodland to prairie wildflower 

meadows 

Rocks – when planting or just dig holes and discover soils 

Light – effect on plants, sun and shade. A polytunnel or covered growing area allows greater expanse of this 

learning 

Seasonal changes – effect of weather on different plants and habitats 

Sound – make one of the mini gardens a music garden or observe sounds in the outdoors 

 

Geography 

Land use, local compared to wider community and country.  Compare what happens at school with farming 

in general and compare food growing in other countries. 

Look at climate here and abroad and how it affects farming and food availability. 

Use the outdoors to compose maps, compass points, contours.  Look at effects on weather 

Water Cycle – collecting water in a water butt, using it on the crops and so on. 

Think about environmental issues – look at use of recycled materials in the garden, rainwater. 

Energy needed to produce food on a large scale vs at school. 

Sustainability – compost making, food growing, energy use 

 

History 

How land use has changed over time – locally, school grounds historically 

Talk about food growing to feed civilisations – compared to how easy or hard it is to grow food at school. 

Natural disasters such as floods, drought and their effect in history 

How would the land and it’s properties affect the ability of a civilization to succeed – eg being near water 

for food growing and drinking, having to farm on very sandy soil etc. 

 

DT, Art and design 

Vertical gardening on the walls, creating different outdoor spaces with different qualities and 

characteristics.  Choice of colour, plants. 

Designing a garden from scratch. Which materials, what is the purpose etc. 

 

 

 



How to ensure the outdoor environment is used effectively 
Even with the most fantastic outdoor space, many schools fail to make best use of it, and this is entirely 

down to the ongoing support and commitment of the Head Teacher and leadership team to ensure staff are 

encouraged and trained in the best way to plan to use the outdoors. 

 

An approach based on constant drip fed training is best, as it cannot be underestimated that staff need to 

build new skills, not least the confidence to take lessons outside.  Organizing ongoing CPD is crucial to the 

success of Outdoor Learning.  However, learning to become a Master Gardener is not one of the skills 

required and it’s important staff are aware of what is and isn’t expected of them. 

 

Sharing ideas is one of the easiest ways of encouraging staff to become more familiar with taking their class 

outside.  Hearing from other teachers what worked well for them and what didn’t, or how they teach 

different parts of the curriculum effectively outdoors is more likely to drive your teachers to give it a go. 

In addition to whole school CPD training, courses which are a mix of staff from other schools are a good way 

to facilitate this kind of exchange of ideas.  

 

It’s also worth bearing in mind that when children are first given the freedom to learn outdoors they will be 

quite excited.  This will change though in time, as long as clear ground rules are set by the teachers and 

children become more relaxed and familiar with their lessons being held outside, not inside. 

 

At first it might be an idea to encourage teachers to just spend a small amount of time per week outside, 

say 10 minutes each day to support lessons in the classroom.  As they build techniques for managing this 

you can increase the amount of time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Further information and resources 

The Natural Connections Project 

https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/uploads/production/document/path/7/7634/Transforming_O

utdoor_Learning_in_Schools_SCN.pdf 

Report from Ofsted on Learning Outside the Classroomhttp://www.lotc.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2012/03/LOtC-the-Ofsted-perspective-FINAL.pdf 

Food Growing in Schools taskforce Summary 

http://www.foodgrowingschools.org/resources/files/FGIS%20executive%20summary%20for

%20www.PDF 

 

RHS – Gardening in Schools 

http://www.growingschools.org.uk/Resources/Downloads/RHS-Gardening-in-Schools.pdf 

 

RHS Campaign for School Gardening 

https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/about-us 

 

Mr Box – container conversions – see the gallery for inspiration! 

https://www.mrbox.co.uk/container-conversions/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

Please note that the views expressed in this report are for guidance only.  Any injury or costs arising from acting on these views are held at 

the Schools own liability. 
 

https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/uploads/production/document/path/7/7634/Transforming_Outdoor_Learning_in_Schools_SCN.pdf
https://www.plymouth.ac.uk/uploads/production/document/path/7/7634/Transforming_Outdoor_Learning_in_Schools_SCN.pdf
http://www.lotc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/LOtC-the-Ofsted-perspective-FINAL.pdf
http://www.lotc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/LOtC-the-Ofsted-perspective-FINAL.pdf
http://www.foodgrowingschools.org/resources/files/FGIS%20executive%20summary%20for%20www.PDF
http://www.foodgrowingschools.org/resources/files/FGIS%20executive%20summary%20for%20www.PDF
http://www.growingschools.org.uk/Resources/Downloads/RHS-Gardening-in-Schools.pdf
https://schoolgardening.rhs.org.uk/about-us
https://www.mrbox.co.uk/container-conversions/

